
CERTIFICATE AS TO RESOLUTION AND ADOPTING VOTE 

I, the undersigned, being the duly qualified and acting recording officer of the City of Whitefish, 
Flathead County, Montana (the "City"), hereby certify that the attached resolution is a true copy 
of a resolution, entitled: " A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL SUBMITTING TO THE 
QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE CITY OF WHITEFISH, MONTANA, THE QUESTION OF 
WHETHER, TO APPROVE THE USE OF THE 3% RESORT TAX STARTING FEBRUARY 1, 
2025, AS FOLLOWS: (I) 25% FOR PROPERTY TAX RELIEF; (II) 48% FOR THE REPAIR, 
MAINTENANCE, AND IMPROVEMENT OF STREETS, INCLUDING STORM SEWERS, 
ALL UNDERGROUND UTILITIES, SIDEWALKS, AND CURBS AND GUTTERS; (III) 10% 
FOR COMMUNITY HOUSING INITIATIVES INCLUDING THE DEVELOPMENT OF DEED 
RESTRICTED AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS AND COMMUNITY HOUSING 
PROGRAMS; (IV) 10% FOR IMPROVEMENTS AND MAINTENANCE OF BICYCLE AND 
PEDESTRIAN PATHS AND OTHER PARK ACQUISITIONS, CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, 
AND EQUIPMENT; (V) 2% FOR THE MAINTENANCE AND REPLACEMENT OF 
EXISTING IMPROVEMENTS OF THE WHITEFISH TRAIL WITH ANY AMOUNTS NOT 
EXPENDED WITHIN FIVE FISCAL YEARS AVAILABLE FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF 
CITY BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN PATHS; AND (VI) 5% FOR MERCHANTS' COSTS OF 
ADMINISTRATION" (the "Resolution"), on file in the original records of the City in my legal 
custody; that the Resolution was duly adopted by the City Council of the City at a meeting on 
August 7, 2023, and that the meeting was duly held by the City Council and was attended 
tlu·oughout by a quorum, pursuant to call and notice of such meeting given as required by law; and 
that the Resolution has not as of the date hereof been amended or repealed. 

I fmiher certify that, upon vote being taken on the Resolution at said meeting, the following 
Council Members voted in favor thereof: Councilors Feury, Norton, Davis, Sweeney, Qune11 and 
Caltabiano; voted against the same: none; abstained from voting thereon: none; or were absent: 
none. 

WITNESS my hand and seal officially this 7th day of August 2023. 

(SEAL) 

''''"""'"'''' ~,,,,,, f W HI / 1111,,. 
~ .... 4.. o_ .......••• ~~ ~ 
~~ ••• DQb ••••~~ 
~ (J' •• • <:::,~l I("[/. •• -s- ~ 
~ :Cj «'·· 'i 
: : ........ ~ :: 

i*i SEAL !*! 
~ ·.. l i 
~ . . .... 
~ ·•.. ..·· ~ 
~ ············ ~ ,,,,,,f'ONT A~~,,,,,...: 

,,,,,,,,11111\\\\ 

~ _Q J.A ,lAJ, j-fu_L, 
City Clerk 



RESOLUTION NO. 23-16 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS 
OF THE CITY OF WHITEFISH, MONTANA, THE QUESTION OF WHETHER, TO 
APPROVE THE USE OF THE 3% RESORT TAX STARTING FEBRUARY 1, 2025, AS 
FOLLOWS: (I) 25% FOR PROPERTY TAX RELIEF; (II) 48% FOR THE REPAIR, 
MAINTENANCE, AND IMPROVEMENT OF STREETS, INCLUDING STORM SEWERS, 
ALL UNDERGROUND UTILITIES, SIDEWALKS, AND CURBS AND GUTTERS; (III) 10% 
FOR COMMUNITY HOUSING INITIATIVES INCLUDING THE DEVELOPMENT OF DEED 
RESTRICTED AFFORDABLE HOUSING UNITS AND COMMUNITY HOUSING 
PROGRAMS; (IV) 10% FOR IMPROVEMENTS AND MAINTENANCE OF BICYCLE AND 
PEDESTRIAN PATHS AND OTHER PARK ACQUISITIONS, CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS, 
AND EQUIPMENT; (V) 2% FOR THE MAINTENANCE AND REPLACEMENT OF 
EXISTING IMPROVEMENTS OF THE WHITEFISH TRAIL WITH ANY AMOUNTS NOT 
EXPENDED WITHIN FIVE FISCAL YEARS AVAILABLE FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF 
CITY BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN PATHS; AND (VI) 5% FOR MERCHANTS' COSTS OF 
ADMINISTRATION. 

RECITALS 

WHEREAS, at the November 7, 1995, election, 56% of voters of the City of Whitefish 
approved a 2% resort tax within the City of Whitefish for a tenn of twenty (20) years, from 
February 1, 1996, through January 31, 2016; and 

WHEREAS, at the November 2, 2004, election, 76% of voters of the City of Whitefish 
approved the extension of the City's resort tax for an additional nine (9) yeai; term with an 
expiration date of January 31, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, at the April 28, 2015, special election, 84% voters of the City of Whitefish 
approved amending the resort tax rate from 2% to 3% effective July 1, 2015, and ending on 
January 31, 2025, to protect and preserve water quality and quantity, including the source drinking 
water supply for the municipal water system of the City of Whitefish, through the acquisition of a 
conservation easement or other interests in and around Haskill Basin; and 

WHEREAS, at the November 2, 2021 election, 89% of voters of the City of Whitefish 
approved the existing 3% resort tax for an additional twenty-year tenn, thereby extending the 
expiration date to January 31, 2045, with the resulting resort tax revenues to be used starting 
February 1, 2025 as follows: (I) 25% for property tax relief; (II) 58% for the repair, maintenance, 
and improvement of streets, stonn sewers, all underground utilities, sidewalks, curbs and gutters; 
(III) 10% for improvements and maintenance of bicycle and pedestrian paths and other park 
acquisitions, improvements, and equipment; (IV) 2% for the maintenance and replacement of 
existing improvements of the Whitefish Trail with any amounts not expended within five fiscal 
years available for the maintenance of City bicycle and pedestrian paths; and (V) 5% for 
merchants' costs of administration; and 
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Title 7, Chapter 6, Part 15, M.C.A., a resort community is 
authorized to present to the electors of the resort community the question of imposing, amending 
or repealing a resort tax by adopting a resolution to that effect; and 

WHEREAS, the City is a "resort community" as defined in Section 7-6-1501(5), M.C.A.; 
and 

WHEREAS, at a public heating on July 17, 2023, after reviewing the written staff report, 
receiving an oral report, and inviting public comment, the City Council directed staff to proceed 
with drafting ballot language based on the resort tax reallocation plan rec01mnended by the 
Whitefish Community Housing Committee and the Resort Tax Monit01ing Committee; and 

WHEREAS, at a public hearing on August 7, 2023, after reviewing the written staff report, 
receiving an oral report, and inviting public comment, the City Council determined that there 
should be submitted to the electors of the City qualified to vote the question of whether, to approve 
the use of the 3% resort tax starting February 1, 2025, as follows: (i) 25% for prope1ty tax relief; 
(ii) 48% for the repair, maintenance, and improvement of streets, including st01m sewers, all 
underground utilities, sidewalks, curbs and gutters; (iii) 10% for communityliousinginitiatives 
including the development of deed restricted affordable housing units and community housing 
programs; (iv) 10% for improvements and maintenance of bicycle and pedestrian paths and other 
park· acquisitions, capital improvements, and equipment; (v) 2% for the maintenance and 
replacement of existing improvements of the Whitefish Trail with any amounts not expended 
within five fiscal years available for the maintenance of City bicycle and pedestrian paths; and (vi) 
5% for merchants' costs of administration; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Whitefish, 
Montana, as follows: 

Section 1: That the recitals set forth above are hereby adopted as Findings of Fact. 

Section 2: The Whitefish City Council presents to qualified voters of the City of 
Whitefish the following proposed amendment to the City's res01t tax: 

To use the 3% resort tax starting February 1, 2025, as follows: (i) 25% for property 
tax relief; (ii) 48% for the repair, maintenance, and improvement of sh·eets, 
including storm sewers, all underground utilities, sidewalks, curbs and gutters; (iii) 
10% for c01mnunity housing initiatives including the development of deed 
restricted affordable housing units and community housing programs; (iv) 10% for 
improvements and maintenance of bicycle and pedestrian paths and other park 
acquisitions, capital improvements, and equipment; (v) 2% for the maintenance 
and replacement of existing improvements of the Whitefish Trail with any amounts 
not expended within five fiscal years available for the maintenance of City bicycle 
and pedestrian paths; and (vi) 5% for merchants' costs of administration. 
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Section 3: Other than the proposed uses of the revenues resulting from the resort tax 
as described above, the Whitefish City Council does not propose any other amendments to the 
City's resort tax. 

Section 4: The resort tax will continue to apply to the retail value of all goods and 
services sold, except for goods and services sold for resale, within the City by the following 
establishments: hotels, motels and other lodging or camping facilities; restaurants, fast food stores, 
and other food service establishments; taverns, bars, nightclubs, lounges and other public 
establishments that serve beer, wine, liquor or other alcoholic beverages by the drink; destination 
ski resmis and other destination recreational facilities; and "luxuries" (as defined in 
Section 7-6-1501, M.C.A, Chapter 3 of the City of Whitefish Municipal Code, and official 
interpretations by the City Manager) sold by all other establishments, as further described in 
Chapter 3 of the City of Whitefish Municipal Code. 

Section 5: The election on the proposed amendment to be submitted to the voters shall 
be held on November 7, 2023, the date of the next regularly scheduled municipal general election, 
to be conducted as authorized by Section 7-6-1504(5), M.C.A. 

Section 6: The question to be presented to the voters and the ballot issue shall be in 
substantially the same fonn as Exhibit "A," attached to this Resolution; provided, however, that 
the City Attorney is authorized to revise Exhibit "A," as necessary, to conform to State law and to 
satisfy the Flathead County Election Department. 

Section 7: A copy of this resolution will be provided to the Flathead County Election 
Administrator as soon as possible after its adoption and approval in order to inform her of the 
details of the election and the petiinent requests and authorizations as to the conduct of the election. 

Section 8: In accordance with Sections 7-6-1504 and 13-1-108, M.C.A., the City will 
provide notice of the goods and services subject to resmi tax in the Whitefish Pilot before the resort 
tax question is submitted to the electorate. 

Section 9: The proposed amendment does not otherwise change or affect the existing 
resort tax, including the uses to which the revenues resulting from the existing 3 % resort tax rate 
are applied or the duration of the existing resort tax, which is currently set to expire on 
January 31, 2045. 

Section 10: This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the City 
Council and signing by the Mayor. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WHITEFISH, 
MONTANA, THIS 7TH DAY OF AUGUST 2023. 
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ATTEST: 

~~1-M +to~ 
Michelle Hawke, City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 

CITY OF WHITEFISH, MONTANA 
BALLOT ISSUE 

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS: Make an X or similar mark in the blank before the words "FOR 
this amendment" if you wish to vote for the amendment; if you are opposed to the amendment, 
make an X or similar mark in the blank before the words "AGAINST this amendment." 

To continue property tax relief, improve and maintain streets including related utility 
infrastructure, and improve and maintain parks, paths and trails shall the existing 3% resort tax be 
extended for an additional twenty-year tenn, thereby extending the expiration date to January 31, 
2045, with the resulting resort tax revenues to be used starting February 1, 2025, as follows: (i) 
25% for property tax relief; (ii) 48% for the repair, maintenance, and improvement of streets, 
including storm sewers, all underground utilities, sidewalks, curbs and gutters; (iii) 10% for 
community housing initiatives including the development of deed restricted affordable housing 
units and community housing programs; (iv) 10% for improvements and maintenance of bicycle 
and pedestrian paths and other park acquisitions, capital improvements, and equipment; (v) 2% 
for the maintenance and replacement of existing improvements of the Whitefish Trail with any 
amounts not expended within five fiscal years available for the maintenance of City bicycle and 
pedestrian paths; and (vi) 5% for merchants' costs of administration? 

FOR this amendment 

AGAINST this amendment 

Exhibit A 
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~ TATE OF MONTANA 

FLATHEAD COUNTY 

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

MARY BOOTH BEING DULY 
SWORN, DEPOSES AND SAYS: THAT SHE IS THE 
LEGAL CLERK OF THE DAILY INTER LAKE A DAILY 
NEWSPAPER OF GENERAL CIRCULATION, PRINTED 
AND_ PUBLISHED IN THE CITY OF KALISPELL, IN THE 
COUNTY OF FLATHEAD, STATE OF MONTANA, AND 
THAT NO. 29630 

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT WAS PRINTED AND 
PUBLISHED IN THE REGULAR AND ENTIRE ISSUE OF 
SAID PAPER, AND IN EACH AND EVERY COPY 
THEREOF ON THE DATES OF JULY 26, 2023 

AND THE RATE CHARGED FOR THE ABOVE 
PRINTING DOES NOT EXCEED THE MINIMUM 
GOING RATE CHARGED TO ANY OTHER 
ADVERTISER FOR THE SAME PUBLICATION, 
SET IN THE SAME SIZE TYPE AND PUBLISHED 
FOR THE SAME NUMBER OF INSERTIONS. 

Subscribed and sworn to 
Before me this, July 26, 2023 

~JJ]~ 
Dorothy I. Glen~ oss 

Notary Public for the State of Montana 
Residing in Kalispell 
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