2= Montana Resort Tax Association Spring Gathering

RESORT TAX
AS?OOCIATION Red Lodge

Tuesday, May 20, 2025

Kick off the Spring Membership Meeting with a welcome from Mayor Dave Westwood of Red Lodge.
This event is hosted by the Pollard Hotel, courtesy of Tom Kuntz. Enjoy light appetizers and a cash bar.

Explore Red Lodge for dinner on your own

Wednesday, May 21, 2025

Start the day with coffee, baked goods, and conversation with members and others interested in resort tax.

Montana’s resort tax law mandates property tax relief—but the approach varies widely. This session
explores how different resort tax jurisdictions interpret and implement this statutory requirement.
Through shared experiences and case examples, we'll look at the mechanics, challenges, and successes
of putting property tax relief into practice. Moderator: Jackie Haines (Big Sky)

Panelists: Tom Kuntz (Red Lodge), Richard Parks (Gardiner)

What gets taxed—and what slips through the cracks? Is that souvenir candle a necessity or a luxury?
What about the guy renting paddleboards out of his van? Every resort tax community wrestles with the
quirks and questions of what'’s taxable (and what’s not). This session dives into how different districts
navigate these gray areas, interpret ordinances, and create tools to keep things fair, consistent, and just
a little less confusing—for everyone involved. Moderator: Ron Benton (Big Mountain)

Panelists: Kristin Drain (Big Sky), Misty Edwards (Craig, Wolf Creek), Lanie Gospodarek (Whitefish)

Hear firsthand from Ron Benton with the Big Mountain Resort Area District and Shane Grube with the
Hebgen Basin Fire District about their recent journeys in setting up a resort tax in their communities.
Lunch sponsored by Big Sky Resort Area District. Moderator: Daniel Bierschwale (Big Sky)

How hard do you come down on the kid selling friendship bracelets at the farmers market? That’s just
one of the gray areas resort tax administrators navigate when it comes to compliance. This session
explores the real-world application of resort tax compliance, highlighting how communities use audits,
penalties, and proactive outreach to keep businesses informed, cooperative, and accountable.
Moderator: Lanie Gospodarek (Whitefish)

Panelists: Matthew Cope (Holmes & Turner), Katie Thompson (West Yellowstone)

All members and their teams are encouraged to attend the Spring Membership meeting virtually or in
person. Please ensure your designated voting member is present.
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Spring Membership Meeting
Tuesday, May 21 | 3:30-5 pm

The Pollard Hotel, Red Lodge, Montana

Zoom: us06web.zoom.us/j/88127725077?pwd=FaKcFkWGVRd9wN4mpODbDa2UB3Fwpa.1

Welcome & Introductions 3:30 pm

Voting Member Roll Call 3:40 pm

Minutes (Jan 22 & March 5) | Action: Board 3:45 pm
o Presented by Dana Smith, Whitefish

Liability Insurance Quotes & Approval | Action: Board 3:50 pm
o Presented by Dan Walker, West Yellowstone

FY26 Dues | Action: Full membership 4:00 pm
o Presented by Dana Smith, Whitefish

FY26 Budget Approval | Action: Full membership 4:20 pm
o Presented by Dana Smith, Whitefish

Fall 25 & Spring 26 Meeting Dates | Action: Full membership 4:30 pm

o Presented by Daniel Bierschwale, Big Sky
= Fall 2025- October 15 @ League of Cities and Towns Annual Conference
= Spring 2026- May 19-20 @ TBD (Seeking host community)

2025 Legislative Session Recap | Discussion 4:45 pm
o Presented by Darryl Janes, Lobbyist
Wrap up & Thank You 4:55 pm

**Please ensure your designated voting member is present in person or virtually**

Board: Daniel Bierschwale, President | Dan Walker, Vice President | Dana Smith, Secretary/Treasurer | Misty

Edwards, Director | Dave Westwood, Director

Voting Members: Ron Benton (Big Mountain), Daniel Bierschwale (Big Sky), TBD (Columbia Falls), Misty

Edward (Craig), Richard Parks (Gardiner), Tom Kuntz (Red Lodge), George Bailey (St. Regis),
Dan Walker (West Yellowstone), Dana Smith (Whitefish), Misty Edwards (Wolf Creek)
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