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FALL Membership Meeting 

October 2, 2024 
2:00 – 3:30 PM 

Location: Electric Room, Holiday Inn, West Yellowstone, 
c/o League of Cities and Towns Conference and virtual via Zoom 

 
  

 

MEETING MINUTES 

Voting members in attendance included: Big Sky – Daniel Bierschwale, Big Mountain – Ron Benton; Craig 
and Wolf Creek – Misty Edwards; Gardiner – Richard Parks; Red Lodge – Dave Westwood; West Yellowstone 
– Dan Walker; Whitefish – Dana Smith 

Daniel Bierschwale called the meeting to order at 2:00 pm.  

1) Welcome from Host Resort Tax Community 
Dan Walker gave an overview of the resort tax in West Yellowstone. West Yellowstone was 
instrumental in lobbying the legislature to pass the bill in 1985. It was the first community to adopt the 
tax and the presentation showed the impact these funds had on the community over the years.  
  

2) Association Overview  
Daniel Bierschwale gave a high-level overview of the association, its structure and status. 
 

3) Board Positions  
Bierschwale announced that the association needed to appoint a director for a vacant seat.  

Motion to nominate Dave Westwood of Red Lodge as director: Dan Walker  
Second: Richard Parks 
Vote: Motion passed unanimously 
 

4) Resort Tax Designation Process Update from the Department of Commerce 
Benjamin Gill from the Department of Commerce discussed the economic analysis the department 
conducts to determine if a community qualifies for designation as a resort area. Gill shared some 
insights on the latest resort area designation, Hebgen Basin Rural Resort Area 
 

5) Committee Reports  
a) Legislative   

i) Session overview 
Montana League of Cities and Town’s Executive Director Kelly provided an overview of the 
Montana legislative session, explaining what it entails, how it operates, the current state of 
affairs, and what to watch for in 2025. 

ii) Lobbyist recommendation  
Bierschwale introduced Darryl James from DLJ Consulting, provided a brief background on his 
qualifications, and announced him as the committee's recommended candidate.  
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iii) Legislative priorities 
Darryl James provided some initial insights on how he would approach the session for the 
association and general predictions for the upcoming year. 
 

Motion to hire committee recommendation Darryl James as the association lobbyist: Ron Benton  
Second: Dan Walker 
Vote: Motion passed unanimously 

 
b) Finance  

Dana Smith reported that revenues were at $31,919.46. Most anticipated costs would include the 
lobbyist, website, and expenses like checks and financial software. 

c) Membership 
No update.   

d) Communications 
Tammy Estensen presented the logo, brand guidelines and association website.   

   

5) Set Spring Annual Meeting Date  
Red Lodge volunteered to host the Spring meeting.    

Motion to schedule the Spring Annual Meeting hybrid in-person/virtual meeting on Wednesday, May 
21, 2025, in Red Lodge: Dave Westwood 

Second: Ron Benton 
Vote: Motion passed unanimously  

  
6) Adjourn 

Dan Walker moved to adjourn the meeting at 3:28 pm  

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted  

Dana Smith, Secretary/Treasurer  
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