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ASSOCIATION OF RESORT TAX DISTRICTS,  
AREAS, AND COMMUNITIES 

Spring Membership Meeting  
May 21, 2025 | 3:30-5 PM 

 The Pollard Hotel, Red Lodge, Montana  

 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

1) CALL TO ORDER 
 
Board President Daniel Bierschwale called the Spring Membership Meeting of the 
Association of Resort Tax Districts, Areas, and Communities to order.  Board members 
present were Daniel Bierschwale (President), Dan Walker (Vice President), Dana Smith 
(Secretary/Treasurer), Misty Edwards (Director) and Dave Westwood (Director). 
 
Voting Members present were Ron Benton (Big Mountain), Daniel Bierschwale (Big Sky), 
Eric Hanks (Columbia Falls), Misty Edwards (Craig), Richard Parks (Gardiner), Tom Kuntz 
(Red Lodge), Dan Walker (West Yellowstone), Dana Smith (Whitefish), and Misty Edwards 
(Wolf Creek).  George Bailey (St. Regis) was absent. 
 

2) APPROVAL OF MINUTES | ACTIONS 
 
Dave Westwood made a motion, seconded by Misty Edwards to approve the minutes.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

3) LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TASKS/DIRECTION | ACTIONS 
 

a) Liability Insurance Quotes and Approval 
 
Dan Walker presented quotes from Stockman Chubb Insurance. 
 
Dana Smith explained directors and officers need liability insurance since they manage 
taxpayer funds, transparency and protection against mismanagement claims.  Liability 
insurance is needed for personal protection in case of financial loss if someone is sued for 
decisions made in their official capacity.  As Dana noted, the City of Whitefish’s insurance 
doesn’t extend to the Resort Tax Association, which operates independently. 
 
MOTION AND VOTE  
 
Dan Walker made a motion, seconded by Dave Westwood to approve the quote from 
Stockman Chubb insurance.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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b) FY26 Dues & Budget Approval 
 
Dana Smith reviewed the breakdown of budget dues for FY25 and FY26.   
 

4) 2025 LEGISLATIVE SESSION RECAP 
 
They are not budgeting expenditures for lobbying until the 2027 session.   
 
She is currently waiting for a response from CPA firms. 
 
Proposed FY26 dues are set for $17,300.  She went over the dues structure change by 
members between Fiscal Year 2025 and Fiscal Year 2026. 
 
Dana Smith explained that the lobbying budget for the 2027 session is estimated to be 
$15,000 - $16,000. 
 
MOTION AND VOTE 
 
Dan Walker made a motion, seconded by Richard Parks to approve the FY26 Budget.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION AND VOTE 
 
Dan Walker made a motion, seconded by Misty Edwards to approve the FY26 Dues.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

5) FALL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AGENDA ITEMS 
 
The fall meeting will be held October 15, 2025, in Billings at the League of Cities and Towns 
Annual Conference. 
 
West Yellowstone offered to host the Spring 2026 meeting May 19th-20th. 
 
Discussion followed about moving from the West and East sides of the State to meet. 
 
Possible for 2026 – Whitefish/Big Mountain 
Possible for 2027- Gardiner 
 
MOTION AND VOTE 
 
Tom Kuntz made a motion, seconded by Misty Edwards to approve the Spring meeting for 
the 19th and 20th in Whitefish area.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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6) 2025 LEGISLATIVE SESSION RECAP 
 
Darryl James, lobbyist, provided the legislative strategy framework.   
 
To understand the landscape, look at the volume of bills (4,500 bill titles introduced, only 
18 with final language shows how few make it through the full process). 
 
Expected laws are 800-900 bills projected to pass, with only 18 with final language shows 
how few make it through the full process. 
 
Key themes to watch for are property tax reform, resort tax policy, expenditure limits, and 
lobbying restrictions. 
 
Priority topics to monitor are Resort Tax (7-6-15 MCA) which governs how resort 
communities levy taxes, Senate Bill 511 that revises property tax caps and limits on local 
government growth, HB 231 & SB 542 that shifts the tax burden to second homes and 
rentals, Montana still has no statewide sales tax and the potential legislation to limit use of 
lobbyist for example bills like HB804. 
 
Darryl James suggested organizing a response plan.  Assign 2-3 members to a legislative 
affairs team to track bills, hearings, and amendments.  Draft a legislative priorities 
resolution outlining positions on key issues and create a bill tracking matrix with columns 
for bill numbers, sponsors, summary, positions, and status. 
 
Look to align legislative goals with community needs (e.g., infrastructure, housing, 
tourism).  Prioritize bills that directly impact funding, autonomy, or service delivery. 
 
Ideas to engage with would be to attend committee hearings, submit testimony, and meet 
with legislators.  Host forums to explain how bills like HB 231 affect second-home owners.  
Develop internal advocacy capacity in case external lobbyists are limited. 
 

7) ADJOURN  
 
Daniel Bierschwale made a move to adjourn the meeting at 4:55 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
Dana Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 
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