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ASSOCIATION OF RESORT TAX DISTRICTS,  
AREAS, AND COMMUNITIES 

Board Meeting 
August 20, 2025 | 12:30 PM 

Virtual 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

1) CALL TO ORDER 
 
Board President Daniel Bierschwale called the regular Board Meeting of the Association of 
Resort Tax Districts, Areas, and Communities to order.  Board members present were 
Daniel Bierschwale (President), Dan Walker (Vice President), Dana Smith 
(Secretary/Treasurer), Misty Edwards (Director) and Dave Westwood (Director).  Non-Board 
Member present was Jenny Christensen. 
 

2) APPROVAL OF MINUTES | ACTIONS 
 
No action.  Moved to next Board Meeting. 
 

3) LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TASKS/DIRECTION | ACTIONS 
 

• Committee is scheduled to meet soon. 
 

• Focus on Sales Tax and Property Tax. 
 
Montana Chamber is pushing for a Statewide Sales Tax.  Make sure sales tax doesn’t 
eliminate or effect of Resort Tax.  Republican Legislators are discussing sales tax. 
 
Bierschwale is concerned and wants Board to have a seat at the table. 
 
Smith wants to make sure resort tax remains and to discuss sales tax to relieve property 
taxes.  She feels resort tax communities could help sell sales tax.   
 
Smith spoke about the MUSK Coalition (Montana’s United for Sustainable Taxes).  Dani 
Hess, a lobbyist, is interviewing communities about property taxes, how the changes are 
affecting them and what she thinks about the sales tax.  She would like to use this to bring 
in the resort tax communities and help educate people.   
 
Westwood discussed challenges to property tax changes and the fixed mill levy 
conversions. He wonders what the mix and makeup is when it comes to second vs. primary 
homes. 
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• Second Homes / Homestead Act 
  
Bierschwale asked if second homeowners will sell and what will follow.  He is hoping 
property taxes are discussions being had. 
 
Smith is hearing from unhappy second homeowners regarding their reappraisals and taxes 
going up.  Homes under a million dollars will receive approximately $250 back from the city, 
but others at $5.5 million will see increases of $1000 per year.  Concern is the millionaires 
will be pushed out and the billionaires will move in. 
 
The Chamber of Commerce may sue the State over property tax bills which could lead to a 
class action lawsuit due to impacts to commercial properties. 
 
Westwood suggested Kelly speaking at the Fall Breakout Sessions and discuss the impacts 
of the Homestead Act for resort communities. 
 
Bierschwale wonders if it is worth getting the experts involved regarding property tax 
changes. 
  
Smith said around 30% of homes in Whitefish are second homes with some Short-Term 
Rentals and Condos.  
 
Westwood followed with an example of a homeowner’s tax going down 60% and their 
restaurant taxes went up 30%.  60% of homes in Craig are second homes. 
 
Smith explained that Whitefish City Council is considering changes to resort tax relief due 
to the impacts of the property tax bills. 
 
Bierschwale also suggested bringing in the Montana Chamber to discuss sales tax 
proposals. We can ask how it would work. 
 
Smith thinks they need to develop resolutions to look at the priorities from the Legislative 
Committee and Board.   

The Board needs to have a say and seat at the table when talks happen regarding sales and 
property taxes. 

MOTION AND VOTE  
 
Smith made a motion, seconded by Edwards, to have the Legislative Committee create a 
resolution that includes property taxes, a conversation with the Chamber regarding sales 
tax, and to discuss how the Homestead Act will affect resort communities differently.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
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4) FALL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Invite Todd O’Hair from the Montana Chamber of Commerce to talk about sales tax. 
 
Invite Kelly from MLCT to all meetings. Invite MT Department of Revenue for Homestead 
Act. 
 
Reviewed proposed agenda for Fall Membership Meeting. 
 
Bierschwale shared that Jackie Haines with Northern Rocky Mountain Economic 
Development District helped with Economic Impact Report for BSRAD.  She is willing to do 
a 1-page snapshot to present on aggregate economic impacts from resort tax communities 
and aggregate taxable value.  Big Sky Resort will do this pro bono. 
 
Smith suggested adding the resolution approval by membership under the Legislative 
Committee Report.   
 
MOTION AND VOTE 
 
Bierschwale made a motion, seconded by Smith to add to the existing agenda, minus 
resort tax designation process update, minus annual meeting, adding topic of sales tax 
(Invite Chamber to join in), adding the Homestead Exemption with someone from the 
Revenue Department, and add the resolution from the Legislative Committee.  The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

5) FINANCE UPDATE 
 
Smith is still trying to reach Susan but may have to look for other alternatives.   
 
The Board needs the IRS designation as a non-profit entity with tax exempt status.  The 990 
needs to be filed soon. 
 
JCCS is an option to look at so filing can be done by November. 
 
Bierschwale made a motion, seconded by Walker, to authorize Smith to contract with 
another firm if Susan is unresponsive in the next two weeks.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

6) FY26 DUES AND FORMS 
 
Bierschwale made a motion, seconded by Smith to send out the FY26 Forms.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  
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Smith would like Big Mountain to give a presentation at the May meeting regarding how 
implementation is working.  Any challenges or support needed? 
 
Collections are currently up for everyone. 
 
Next meeting is September 16th at 4:00 PM with the Legislative Committee. 
 

7) ADJOURNMENT 
 
Bierschwale adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
Dana Smith, Secretary/Treasurer 
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