MONTANA RESORT TAX ASSOCIATION

i Spring Gathering 2026

MONTANA

RESORT TAX

N BB BT KR Whitefish and Columbia Falls, Montana

Tuesday, May 19, 2026

3:00-4:30pm | Hosted Hike - Haskill Basin Trail

Meet at the Reservoir Trailhead for a guided hike of the Haskill Basin Trail. Experience firsthand how
Whitefish has utilized resort tax funding to support and enhance local trail infrastructure.

5:00-7:00 pm | Welcome Reception — Whitefish Lake Golf Club
Join fellow attendees at for a casual evening of new and familiar faces, good conversation and a few tall
tales. Cash bar, light appetizers courtesy of Doug Reed, Whitefish LLake Restaurant.

Wednesday, May 20, 2026

**All sessions will take place at Cedar Creek Lodge and Conference Center in Columbia Falls**

9:00-9:30 am | Coffee & Conversation - Lessons Learned from a Newly Formed District

Start the day with coffee and an informal discussion led by Ron Benton (Big Mountain Resort Area
District), sharing insights, challenges, and key takeaways from launching a new resort tax district.

9:45-11:00 am | Statewide Sales Tax & Legislative Toolkit: Engaging Lawmakers

Led by the Legislative Committee, this session will focus on practical strategies for communicating with
legislators, aligning messaging, and advancing resort tax priorities at the state level.

11:15-11:45 am | Community Projects Showcase

A quick round of updates from members highlighting recent projects and innovative uses of resort tax
funding across communities.

12:00-1:45 pm | Lunch & Roundtable: Hot Topics Discussion

An interactive working lunch focused on the issues that matter most right now. Bring topics of high
priority and engage in peer-to-peer discussion to share perspectives, challenges, and approaches.

2:00-3:00 pm | Bonding 101 — How Communities Fund Big Projects

Katie Thompson (West Yellowstone), Daniel Bierschwale (Big Sky), and Bridget Ekstrom (D.A.
Davidson) will walk through the fundamentals of bonding, when it makes sense, and key considerations
for communities exploring this financing tool.

3:30-5:00 pm | Spring Membership Meeting
All members and their teams are encouraged to attend the Spring Membership meeting virtually or in
person. Please ensure your designated voting member is present.



