
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meet at the Reservoir Trailhead for a guided hike of the Haskill Basin Trail. Experience firsthand how 
Whitefish has utilized resort tax funding to support and enhance local trail infrastructure.  

 
 

Join fellow attendees at for a casual evening of new and familiar faces, good conversation and a few tall 
tales. Cash bar, light appetizers courtesy of Doug Reed, Whitefish Lake Restaurant. 
 

 
 

 

**All sessions will take place at Cedar Creek Lodge and Conference Center in Columbia Falls** 

Start the day with coffee and an informal discussion led by Ron Benton (Big Mountain Resort Area 
District), sharing insights, challenges, and key takeaways from launching a new resort tax district.  
 

Led by the Legislative Committee, this session will focus on practical strategies for communicating with 
legislators, aligning messaging, and advancing resort tax priorities at the state level. 
 

A quick round of updates from members highlighting recent projects and innovative uses of resort tax 
funding across communities. 
 

An interactive working lunch focused on the issues that matter most right now. Bring topics of high 
priority and engage in peer-to-peer discussion to share perspectives, challenges, and approaches. 
 

Katie Thompson (West Yellowstone), Daniel Bierschwale (Big Sky), and Bridget Ekstrom (D.A. 
Davidson) will walk through the fundamentals of bonding, when it makes sense, and key considerations 
for communities exploring this financing tool. 
 

All members and their teams are encouraged to attend the Spring Membership meeting virtually or in 
person. Please ensure your designated voting member is present. 
 


